
EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Overview Committee held at Council Chamber, 

Blackdown House, Honiton on 22 January 2026 

 

Attendance list at end of document 
The meeting started at 6.00 pm and ended at 7.06 pm 
 

 
53    Minutes of the previous meeting held on 30 September 2025  

 
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record. 

 
54    Declarations of interest  

 
There were none. 
 

55    Public Speaking  

 

No members of the public had registered to speak. 
 

56    Matters of urgency  

 
There were no matters of urgency. 

 
57    Confidential/exempt item(s)  

 
There were no confidential/exempt items. 

 
58    Landscape Recovery Programmes in East Devon  

 
The Assistant Director – Countryside, Environment & Ecology introduced this report 
which informed members of the existence and value of three Landscape Recovery 

Programmes in East Devon - Three Rivers (National Trust, Killerton); Luppitt Landscape 
Partnership (Luppitt Valley, Blackdown Hills); and Clinton Devon Estate’s (Heaths to 

Sea, Lower Otter), which aligned with a number of Council plans and objectives. 
 
The report provided details of the Heaths to Sea and Luppitt Projects and requested in -

principle support for their objectives.   
 

The Assistant Director introduced and welcomed Ms Beth Humphrey and Ms Kendal 
Archer of Clinton Devon Estates and Mr Gavin Saunders of Luppitt Landscape 
Partnership who delivered presentations to the Committee and answered questions. 

 
Discussion and clarification included the following points: 

• A reason for delivering landscape recovery is the hope that the activities being carried out 
will help to improve the health of the River Otter over the next 20 years.   

• Clinton Devon Estates has committed to an Environmental Management Plan as part of 
their agreement with the Environment Agency, and a Ranger carries out monitoring 
across the Lower Otter Estuary looking at a range of species, along with ongoing 
monitoring through Citizen Science to ensure that the estuary is a healthy environment 
and habitat. 

• The goal is to have a joined up landscape scale approach which would need Defra 
backing and funding; however, there are different sections of the project that could be 
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continued in isolation if Defra funding is withdrawn and other funding is sought elsewhere 
on a smaller scale.   

• Approximately 98% of the land within the project area is owned by Clinton Devon Estates; 
not all of it is managed by Clinton Devon Estates and there are different management 
partners on the National Nature Reserve.  Additionally, there are two individual land 
owners who are not connected to the National Nature Reserve and who are part of the 
project. 

• One of the good features of this scheme compared with previous schemes is that Defra 
requires that a baseline of data is put in place in order that change can be measured over 
time. 

• Luppitt Landscape Partnership is looking to consolidate and improve existing open 
access on the commons. 

• Clinton Devon Estates has a dedicated website for their project – www.heathstosea.com 
– which is the starting point for their public engagement.  They also use the Clinton 
Devon Estates and Pebblebed Heaths Conservation Trust social media as well as local 
parish newsletters and posters, to keep the public informed.   
 

The Overview Committee noted the report and supported the nature recovery ambitions 

of the Heaths to Sea and Luppitt Landscape Partnership (LLP) Landscape Recovery 
Projects (with the caveat that where required planning and other approvals would need 

to be secured). 
 
The Chair thanked the representatives of Clinton Devon Estates and Luppitt Landscape 

Partnership for their attendance and contribution. 
 

59    Work Programme 2025 - 2026  

 

Members received and noted the Overview Committee’s Work Programme for 2025-
2026.  It was noted that a proposal submitted by Cllr Charlotte FitzGerald for the 
Committee’s consideration was currently being progressed offline by officers in 

consultation with Cllr FitzGerald. 
 

 
 

Attendance List 

Councillors present: 
B Collins 

R Collins 
A Hall (Chair) 

M Hall 
M Hartnell 
Y Levine 

D Mackinder 
 

Councillors also present (for some or all the meeting) 
R Jefferies 
G Jung 

 
Officers in attendance: 

Sarah James, Democratic Services Officer 
Charles Plowden, Assistant Director Countryside and Leisure 
Anita Williams, Principal Solicitor (Deputy Monitoring Officer) 

Simon Davey, Director of Finance 
 

http://www.heathstosea.com/
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Councillor apologies: 
A Bailey 

B Bailey 
K Bloxham 
T Dumper 

P Fernley 
J Heath 

D Wilson 
 
 

 
 

 
Chair:   Date:  

 


